The Labiates of the Malay Peninsula. 

By H. N. Ridley. 

The Labiatae in the Materials for a Flora of the Malay 
peninsula have been described by Dr. Prain who gives 
eighteen genera and thirty species of this order as occurring 
in the Malay peninsula. Like the Compositae the Labiates 
are very poorly represented all through the rain forest 
region. They are inhabitants of open country and being all 
small plants and being dispersed chiefly by the mere sprink¬ 
ling of their seeds as the wind blows, can neither push their 
way into our dense forests nor establish themselves there in 
the thick shade if they did get there. The only forest species 
indeed that we possess, the Gomphostemmas, have been so far 
modified for forest life that their fruits are developed into 
small white pulpy drupes, which can be eaten by birds and so 
the seeds dispersed. An analogous case among the Rubiaceoe 
with capsular fruit is seen here too in Hedy oils congesta be¬ 
longing to an open country group of capsular seeded weeds in 
which also the fruit is developed into a small white pulpy 
berry. 

The species recorded in the Materials are as follows: 

Ocimum sanctum , L. 0. Basilicum , L. 0. gratis - 
simum, L. (and 0. canum might be added.) Orthosiphon 
stamineus, Benth. Hyptis brevipes , Poit. II. suaveolens, 
Poit. Plectrantlms Kunstleri , Prain! Coleus atropurpur - 
eas , Benth! Pogostemon Ileyneanus , Benth! P. Cablin, 
Benth. Dysophylla auricularia, B1! Mentha javanica, Bl. 
Calamintha gracilis, Benth! Salvia coccinea, Juss. S . pie - 
beia, Br. Scutellaria discolor, Colebr! Anisomeles ovata, Br! 
A. malabarica, Br. Leonotis nepetifolia, Br. Leucas mar - 
tiniceusis, Br. L. zeylanica, Br! L . lavandulifolia, Sm! 
Leonurus sibiricus, L. Paraphlomis rugosa , Prain! Com- 
phostemma microcalyx , Prain! G. crinitum, Wall! G. 
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Scortechini, Pram! G. Curtisii, Prain! Cymaria dicho - 
toma, Benth! Acrymia ajugiftora, Prain! Those marked “!” 
are the only ones which can claim to be really indigenous. 

The Basils, Ocimum and the Mint, Mentha javanica 
are garden pot herbs which can hardly be said to have es¬ 
tablished themselves anywhere. The Mint quoted only from 
Malacca, Griffith, has long been cultivated. It seldom flowers 
here, and I have never seen it outside a garden plot. Salvia 
coccinea, Juss. and Orthosiphon stamineus as far as our region 
is concerned are only to be met with in flower beds. The 
Orthosiphon “ Ivumis Kuching 99 of the Malays is however a 
native of Siam and may be found wild across our borders in 
the extreme north. 

Leonurus nepetifolia, Br. is also a cultivated plant only 
to be found in gardens. 

Anisomeles malabarica, Br. only met with in Penang 
town suburbs, is obviously an introduction from India prob¬ 
ably by Tamils. It was collected in 1822 in Penang by 
Wallich. 

Leonurus sibiricus is brought in and cultivated by Chi¬ 
nese who use it in medicine. 

Salvia plebeia, Br. is only recorded from Malacca without 
collector’s name, probably the specimen was from an in¬ 
troduced plant. Leucas martinicensis, Br. is also an in¬ 
troduction. It has only been obtained by Scortechini in 
Perak. 

Xone of these plants have ever established themselves as 
weeds, and can only be classed as Garden escapes. 

Thoroughly established here as all over the tropics are 
the two American Hyptis, II. suaveolens and H . brevipes. 

The rest of the list fall into three groups (1) herbs 
occurring as weeds only in cleared ground near cultivation, 
but certainly natives of this area. These are Coleus atropur - 
pureus, Benth., Anisomeles ovata, Br., Lencas zeylanica, Br. 
and L. lavandulifolia, Sm. and Calamintha gracilis, Benth. 
This latter I found in some quantity at the foot of the 
Thaiping hills in open ground. It has otherwise only been 
found in Java and once in Assam. 
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(2) . Herbs growing in the jungles and obviously in¬ 
digenous the Gomphostemmas, and I believe Pogostemon 
Ileynean us, Benth. the Indian patchouli. 

The Pogostemon is not so far as I am aware cultivated 
here, but it is possible that it is. I have met with it on 
stream banks in forests, at Bawang in Selangor (No. 7603 of 
my collection) and at Taka Tahan on the Tahan Biver (No. 
2031) also in Sarawak at Lundu (No. 1238) and it is in 
Haviland ? s collection from Penkulu Ampat in Sarawak. In 
the Tahan Biver locality it was growing near Colocasia anti - 
quorum at an old Sakai camping ground, and was probably 
carried there by the Sakais, but there was nothing to suggest 
it had been introduced in the other localities. It is known 
to the Malays as Bumput Buku, Poko Nijao, Nilam Bukit 
and Chilam Bukit. It is used as a poultice in cases of head¬ 
ache, rheumatism and boils, and in the form of a decoction is 
drunk for dropsy. The flowers the colour of which is not 
given in the Materials are pale violet. 

P. Cablin, Benth. the commonly cultivated patchouli is 
described fully in the Materials. Its native home is quite 
unknown. 

Dysophylla auricularia, Bl. is undoubtedly wild here, I 
think. It grows in swampy open ground, edges of rivers, etc. 

Scutellaria discolor, Benth. was once collected by Seor- 
techini in Perak and is probably wild. I have never seen it. 

(3) . The third set of indigenous Labiates are all from 
the limestone rocks of Ipoh and near by. They are Plectran - 
thus Kunstleri, Prain., Paraphlomis rugosa, Prain. and 
Cymaria dichotoma, Benth., Acrymia ajugiflora, Prain. The 
occurrence of four species of this order out of so small a 
number of indigenous species on such a limited area as this 
range of limestone hills is very remarkable. 

Thus this large order is represented in the Malay pe¬ 
ninsula by only 15 species which can be considered to be truly 
indigenous. 
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